
From Our President...
by Dan Karcher

The summer flew by quickly and was loaded with fun and 
good times. It seems more families and friends enjoyed 
the lake’s beauty and positive atmosphere than ever 
before. 

The July 4th Boat Parade kicked off the summer spirit, 
followed by the Poker Run which sold out having 52 
kayakers and 6 host houses! We had a strong turnout at 
the Meet Your Neighbor Picnic with the Dixie Ramblers 
setting the tone. The summer’s activities then wrapped up
with an impressive Lighted Boat Paraded with the Pirate 
Ship coming out of its cove! Great times were had by all. 

Our community is growing stronger and I am humbled 
and amazed at the generosity of people who commit their
time and open their homes to make these events 
possible. It’s all about people meeting people and forming
new friendships along the way. Thank you, everyone. 

Our annual fish planting is scheduled for this fall. A 
special “thank you” goes out to all who donated funds to 
keep our lake one of the better fishing lakes in the county.

Hopefully, many of you will have the opportunity to spend 
time with newly created friends this fall and winter as the 
lake is beautiful year round. If not, we will see you next 
spring!

LETS HAVE MORE FUN!!

Welcome New Homeowners

David and Deborah Dell, East SSL Dr.

Kerry Ritter, West SSL Dr.

Susan Black, East SSL Dr.

James and Jody Mueller, West SSL Dr.

Susan King and Joyce Bussell, West SSL Dr.

Vicki Robb, Wood St.

Arnauld Issette, Wood St.

Chad Boerma, West SSL Dr.

Paul and Marian Dudek, West SSL Dr.

Philemon and Michal Ann Frisbie, West SSL Dr.

SSL Website and Facebook
by Kris Karcher and Christy Ishraidi

Our School Section Lake Property Owners Association 
has an official website. Visit www.schoolsection.com. 
for information including a history of the lake, a gallery of 
photos, the newsletter and minutes of the meetings.

We also have a Facebook page dedicated to our 
beautiful lake. It was renamed earlier this year to School 
Section Lake Owners and Friends. This site is not part 
of the SSLPOA, and they are not responsible for its 
content. It is a great place to share news, photos and the 
events taking place throughout the year on our lake. If 
you are on Facebook but not yet a member, please 
consider joining our page.

Boat Launch Gate

The combination to the Launch Gate will be in the spring 
newsletter. Contact Don Swanson with any questions. 
Many thanks to Doug Murdoch and Marty Foster who 
repaired the boat ramp dock.
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 Boat Parade and Pictures
Once again we had a fabulous Fourth of July Boat 
Parade of 24 decorated boats. Thank you to everyone 
who participated. 

Although the band ‘o pirates was commissioned 
elsewhere on the Fourth of July, they made an awesome 
appearance at the Lighted Boat Parade. It is amazing to 
watch how quickly and efficiently they tackle the expertly 
engineered process of assembling the ship. Hopefully 
they’ll be leadin’ the Pirate Ship again in 2020, settin’ sail 
from the North East side to the Southern cove on School 
Section Lake. Here’s a huge thank you from everyone 
who appreciates your efforts and enjoys your music!

We celebrate American Independence Day on the Fourth 
of July every year. We think of July 4, 1776, as a day that 
represents the Declaration of Independence and the birth
of the United States of America as an independent nation.

In Memoriam

Our sincere condolences to Karrie Baker whose 
husband, David, was in a tragic bicycle accident and 
passed away on August 23, 2019. David enjoyed 
kayaking around the lake in his yellow kayak and chatting
with everyone he met along the way. David also was the 
winner of the 2018 Poker Run.

If you know of anyone on our lake who has passed away, 
please let Maxine Murdoch or Dorothy Metcalf know.

Third Annual Poker Run
by Kris Karcher

        The 3rd Annual Poker Run was a great success with 52 
paying players participating accompanied by several 
riders. A special SHOUT OUT and thanks to our 6 host 
houses for the fun activities and their great hospitality. 
The hosts included the Bakers, Cotters, Mark and Marla 
Swanson, Taylors, Waters and Wilberdings. All the money
was given back in prizes to the top three winners. 

Labor Day Lighted Boat Parade

Our goal was to double the entries from last year and we 
almost tripled it with 14 beautifully lighted boats and 
pontoons. The flashing lights, the brilliant colors and the 
music brought our lake alive in the moonlit night. Thanks 
to all who participated and we hope to see even more 
next year.

Sometimes we get busy on Labor Day doing all of our 
end of summer projects putting away our lake toys and 
forget what it really symbolizes. Labor Day is a creation 
of the labor movement and is dedicated to the social and 
economic achievements of American workers. It 
constitutes a yearly national tribute to the contributions 
workers have made to the strength, prosperity, and well-
being of our country. The first Monday in September, has 
been recognized as a federal holiday since 1894. 
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Fish Committee
by Jerry King

Delivery for the 13th year of Walleye planting will be 
around the end of October at the boat launch. An email 
will be sent out when we know the exact date. The 
pictures are a testament to the size and number of 
walleye in our lake. The largest walleye in the first picture 
is 26-27 inches! The fisherman is Billy, who stays in the 
park and has mastered the technique of catching 
walleyes. He is happy to share his knowledge with 
anyone interested. Just flag him down and ask him how 
he does it!

We appreciate any donations to continue this successful 
program. This is one of the best things our Association 
has done to improve our lake fishing!

Water Quality
by Chad Kanouse

All Secci testing has been completed in a timely manner.  
Clarity is at about 15 feet unless churned up by motorized
boating. After an active weekend, visibility is reduced to 
about 10-12 feet but by Wednesday, it returns to 15-18 ft. 
We are so fortunate to live on such a clean lake.

Boating and fishing law changes in Michigan’s Natural 
Resources and Environmental Protection Act took effect 
on March 21, 2019. Check out this website for details. 
https://www.wlns.com/news/new-boating-and-fishing-
laws-start-march-21st/ 

Weed Control Committee
by Jerry King

The importance of good weed control is evident every 
time Matt, from Michigan Lakefront Solutions, profiles the 
lake. He continues to believe that SSL is by far the 
cleanest lake in Mecosta County. In addition to Mil-foil 
weed spraying there are areas where "good" weeds 
become overgrown and are sprayed as well.

The DNR encourages boaters to drain and clean their 
boats and trailers to prevent plants like Eurasian 
watermilfoil or starry stonewort from traveling lake 
to lake. Just one plant can start a new population. 

Watercraft Rules

All PWC (Jet Ski) operators born after December 31, 
1978 must have a boating safety certificate available. 

People born on or after July 1, 1996 may legally operate 
a boat only if they have been issued a boating safety 
certificate and have it on board.

Many have been ticketed for violation of these rules.
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13th Annual Meet Your Neighbors

Over 150 of us enjoyed awesome fellowship, food and 44
great prizes, accompanied by the toe-tapping music by 
the Dixie Ramblers. Special thanks to all the businesses 
that donated such awesome prizes and to the Yellow 
Rose Upholstery for their raffle. Let’s all take time to 
thank everyone and to support our local retailers. 

Prizes were generously donated by:

Ace Hardware Becki’s Fitness Center

Blue Lake Tavern Conley’s Bakery

Dixie Ramblers Fate’s Grocery

Flair for Hair Gwin Girl’s Winery

Hansul’s Marine Hixson’s Family Market

Jo Jo’s Pizza King’s Trading Post

K J’s Restaurant Lakeside Motor Sports

Lakeside Pizza and Grinders Remus Bar and Restaurant

Remus Repair Rowlands

Marlene Schalm SSL Park Store

Travis Small Engine Repair Vibez Pizza

Wades Woody’s

Yellow Rose Upholstery Young Winery Farms

Thanks to everyone who attended and to those who 
helped with the set up/tear down. SPECIAL THANKS to 
Marlene Schalm who graciously shares her property for 
this picnic each year and to Laurie Kanouse for 
organizing the event. For those who asked, the delicious 
homemade brats were purchased at Hixson’s Market.

Congratulations to our Winners

Sharon Ambrose Mary Bell

Beth Budden         Mike Budden

Dee Buchholz        Larry Bunker

Darlene Bunker     Michael Carpenter

Morgan Carpenter  Shannon Carpenter

Bruce Carroll          Kurt Cotter

Joshua Davis        Nancy Garland

Steve Garrison       Jacob Hazelton

David Hopkins       Dan Karcher

Laurie Kanouse     Mark Milad

Noelle Milad          Chris Monroe

Debbie Monroe     Ralph Morrison

Doug Murdoch      Maxine Murdoch

Bob Muskin           Sharla Muskin

Joe Perrin             Mark Perrin

Kerry Ritter           John Rowland

Anna Sheppard    Anne Sheppard

Christine Steinmet Denny Swanson

Terri Swanson     Bill Taylor

Ellie Thering       Brad Thomas

Scott Tonak        Sharon Tonak

Brianna Wade     Gary Wade

Bethany Wernette
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Boneless Pork Loin

   Bake 325 to 350 degrees
   20-30 minutes per #, (160 degrees)

   Score well the fatty side of loin.
   Cover with Apricot Jam.
   Sprinkle with seasoning pack from Ramen Noodles.

   Put 1/4-1/3 c. water into baking pan, add Pork Loin  
   and cover tightly with foil.

   Uncover the last 10-15 minutes till brown. 

                                       Submitted by Maxine Murdoch



  SSLPOA Officers & Reps

Please check the web site for phone numbers and email 
addresses. For any questions, comments or concerns, 
please contact any of our board officers or area reps.

Board Officers

Dan Karcher, President-20

Gabe Sheppard, Vice President.-20

Jerry Ambrose, Treasurer-20

Marlene Schalm, Secretary-20

Area Reps

Jerry King-19 Keith Cotter -19      

Laurie Kanouse-20 Margo Miller-20

Steve Hill-19 Gabe Sheppard-19

Kris Karcher-20 Duane Morelan-20

Kurt Cotter-20 Diane Diehm-19

Marvin Bell-19 Mark Hamle-20

Maxine Murdoch-20 Don Swanson-19

Dorothy Metcalf-20 Christy Ishradi-20

Mecosta County Parks Supt.

Jeff Abel                                          

Committee Chairs

Meet Your Neighbor – Laurie Kanouse

Finance Committee – Jerry Ambrose, Maxine Murdoch

Fish Planting Project – Jerry King

Newsletter – Maxine Murdoch, Dorothy Metcalf

Park Liaison – Dan Karcher

Water Quality Management – Chad Kanouse

Launch Gate – Don Swanson

Web Site Master/Lakeshore Preservation – Kris Karcher

2018-2019 Audit
by Maxine Murdoch

On July 8, 2019, I performed the annual audit of 
SSLPOA's Financial Records for the 2018-2019 year. 
Joining me in attendance was Jerry Ambrose. The bank 
statements were reviewed and the balances verified as 
well as all entries for expenses and income. 

Our general operating expenses rely entirely upon our 
income from dues and donations. Even though our 
financial records are closed on a fiscal year, our dues are 
paid annually on the Jan to Dec calendar year. As of 
September 18, 2019, we have received dues from only 
103 of our 233 property owners. That is approximately 
45% of our property owners, falling about $540.00 short 
of our budget. Paying your SSL dues is the best return 
you can get on a $20.00 investment!

If you have not yet paid your 2019 dues, you may send 
your $20.00 check made out to SSLPOA and mail to 
SSLPOA, P.O. Box 115, Mecosta MI 49332.

2018-2019 Fiscal Year Expenses

Mailing and Office Supplies expenses include 
postage, printing, PO box and office supplies. 
Organization Dues include water testing, 
riparian subscription, MI Lake and Stream 
dues, MI non-profit dues and the website.

Lake Monitoring
4.81%

Mailing and Office Supplies
28.64%

Meet Your Neighbor Event
31.94%

Liability Insurance
34.61%

Lake Monitoring $137.00
Mailing and Office Supplies $815.00
Meet Your Neighbor Event $909.00
Liability Insurance $985.00

$2,846.00
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                       Postage donated by 

                   Lakeside Motor Sports

Fall 2019 Newsletter

DATES TO REMEMBER for 2020:

Annual Meeting: Sat, June 13, 2020, 9:00 AM, Twp. Hall
Independence Day, July 4th Boat Parade: TBA by Cotter Family

Meet Your Neighbor: Sat, Aug 8, 2020, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Poker Run: TBA by Karcher Family

Labor Day Lighted Boat Parade: Sat, Sep 5, 2020, 9:00 PM

Recycle each Sat. of the month 9:00 AM-Noon 
Located in the Morton Township Business Park

on 9 Mile Road 

School Section Lake Property Owners Association
Dan Karcher, President
P. O Box 115
Mecosta   MI   49332
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