School Section Lake POA Crier
Fall 2021 Issue

From Our President...

Magnets

by Dan Karcher

It has been an amazing summer loaded with
good times. I especially liked seeing friends and
families gather on their beaches and the active
shoreline. This is the stuff that builds community
and creates wonderful memories. I feel very
fortunate to be part of it.
The 4th of July boat parade was a success even
without the pirate ship and a big turnout for the
Poker Run. Even the lighted boat parade took
place despite the stormy weather condition.
Unfortunately, we had to cancel the Meet Your
Neighbor Picnic event but are hopeful for next
year. I would like to give special thanks to all the
volunteers that plan, organize, and participate in
these events. Without you, these events would
not happen.
The board was busy trying to understand the
Gypsy Moth infestation and how the petition
process worked to raise money to fight it. In the
end, there were not enough signatures in
support of an assessment. We will need to wait
until next spring to see what happens. I
understand these infestations are cyclical so
hopefully this cycle is nearing its end.
Our lake and surrounding community have
something special to offer year round. I truly
hope you get a chance to enjoy some of the
beauty that both Fall and Winter offer here at
the lake.
Wishing everyone a very safe and enjoyable
winter.
See you next spring!

Colorful 5 by 7 refrigerator magnets are
available to inform our guests and to remind
ourselves of the boating safety rules. If you did
not attend the annual meeting in June of 2021
when the magnets were handed out, contact
Dan or Kris Karcher to obtain yours.

Boat Parade and Pictures

SSL Website and Facebook
by Kris Karcher and Christy Ishraidi

Our Facebook Group continues to grow; we
currently have 442 Members. It remains a positive
place to share information, pictures and items for
sale. We especially love it when members share
their memories and historical pictures of the lake.

Once again we had a fabulous Fourth of July Boat
Parade of 19 decorated boats. Thank you to the
organizers and to all who participated in this fun
event.

Please remember that if you are recommending
someone join the page, there are 2 questions that
must be answered as noted below. In addition,
please keep in mind the group rules also apply to
existing members.
1. How are you connected to School Section Lake?
2. Do you agree to uphold the Group Rules? They
include keeping posts and comments positive; no
hate speech, political posts or spam; no venting
about our neighbors; offending posts will be deleted
and posters may be removed.
Our website, www.schoolsectionlake.com, is where
you can find info on upcoming events and lake info
as well as helpful articles and important information.

We celebrate American Independence Day on the
Fourth of July every year. We think of July 4, 1776,
as a day that represents the Declaration of
Independence and the birth of the United States of
America as an independent nation.
Plans are being discussed to eliminate or to
combine the Labor Day Lighted Boat Parade with
the July 4th Parade since so many boats are being
pulled out during that weekend. Watch for the
decision in the spring newsletter.

Fifth Annual Poker Run
by Christy Israidi

There was a great turnout for the 5th Annual Poker
Run on July 24th even with the brief rain. Many
thanks to both the participants and the hosts again
this year who all helped to make it a fun time. Watch
Facebook for details about next year’s event,
tentatively scheduled for July 30, 2022.

Meet Your Neighbors
by Laurie Kanouse

Laurie Kanouse has volunteered to again chairman
this popular event. This is a wonderful opportunity to
meet your neighbors or just spend time together
with each other. Plus you have a chance to win one
of the great prizes donated by local merchants.
Brats, Dogs, Drinks, etc. are furnished by the School
Section Lake Property Owners Association so there
is no charge. You may bring a side dish or dessert if
you wish.
If you have never attended a “Meet Your Neighbor”
picnic, please consider coming next summer. Watch
the Spring Newsletter for the details.
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Water Quality

Weed Control Committee
by Chad Kanouse

by Dan Karcher

Periodically throughout the year, our lake is tested for
Chlorophyll, Phosphorous & Clarity of the water. MICORP
(Michigan Clean Water Corp) provides the kits necessary
for this testing and samples are mailed to them. Our
samples are then mailed to MICORP and the results are
returned to us. MICORP is funded by the State of
Michigan and grants.

One of the topics discussed at the last board meeting
was the condition of our lake. Specifically, we wanted to
know if there were any other treatments that would
benefit the lake.
I called Michigan Lakefront Solutions and asked this
question. Their response was that our lake is very healthy
and in excellent condition and that no additional
treatments are needed at this time.

School Section Lake continues to be one of the purest
lakes in the area. You can help us continue to keep the
lake healthy by using phosphorus free fertilizers, trying to
avoid gasoline spills and by preventing leaves and lawn
clippings from going into the lake.

The reason our lake is so healthy is the routine
maintenance program started years ago that still
continues. We can expect the quality of our lake to
remain unchanged as long as we continue with our
annual program and guard against invasive species
entering our lake. This is great news.

Our lake is completely spring fed, with no inlet of a
stream or river and only an outlet that runs when lake
level is high. This is a great aid in keeping our water pure.

Welcome
New Property Owners

Girls Just Wanna Have fun

The School Section Lake Property Owners Association
welcomes all those who have purchased property on the
lake in the past year. The SSLPOA is a volunteer
organization here to “maintain, protect and preserve” our
beautiful lake for us and future generations to enjoy.
Ashley Jones
Lawrence and Carrie Bolton
Mark Fitzgerald
Katharine Lang
Brian Pariseau

9841 E SSL
9811 E SSL
9464 W SSL
9297 W SSL
9911 Hill St.

In Memoriam
Our sincere condolences go to the families of our dear
School Section Lake friends.
Ronald Knudson passed away on December 20, 2020
Shirley Knudson passed away on December 30, 2020
Bob Whitney passed away on May 24, 2021
Mary Lou Greenhoe passed away on June 1, 2021

Nora Niewenhuis, granddaughter of Mark and Denise
Ronning, and Danielle Roberts, granddaughter of Sandy
Roberts, were the first tubers of the season on May 1,
2021. The high that day was 69 degrees and the low was
27 degrees. Way to welcome spring, girls!

Gary Ford passed away on September 10, 2021
If you know of anyone on our lake who has passed away,
please contact Maxine Murdoch or Dorothy Metcalf.
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Fish Committee

Walkers, Runners and Bikers
by Jerry King

The arrival of Fall means it’s time to plant Walleye! We
are happy to continue our partnership with Mecosta
County Parks and Recreation to provide great sport
fishing opportunities year round.

This summer has seen a remarkable increase in traffic on
both East and West SSL Roads as well as on Buchanan
and 90th Ave. It’s great to see people exercising, walking
their dogs and meeting their neighbors.
We are thankful for the nice new bike lanes that have
improved the safety of Buchanan and 90th. However, the
SSL roads are narrow and have no shoulders, presenting
safety issues. Walkers, runners and bikers need to obey
the “Basic Pedestrian Rules” on all roads.
It has been brought to our attention that many walkers
are not aware that they should be walking (and running)
facing traffic. This gives them the option of moving out of
the way if necessary to avoid any oncoming vehicle that
is not driving responsibly. Cars and trucks are much
quieter these days and sometimes we can’t hear a
vehicle approaching.
After dark, early morning and at dusk, white or florescent
clothing should be worn by all walkers/runners.

WALK

OR

BIKE

RUN

AGAINST

WITH

TRAFFIC

TRAFFIC

Drivers, please slow down when you see children,
animals, walkers, runners or bikers. The speed limit on
our SSL roads is 25 MPH. Drive safely!

Ice fishing for Walleye was so good this past winter the
fishermen had a fish fry out on the ice! The average
length was over 20 inches.
The fish will be released from the boat launch sometime
late October. We’ll email when we have a date and time.
Thanks for your continued support and donations.

NO NEED TO SPEED!
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Financial Report

2020-2021 Fiscal Year Expenses

by Jerry Ambrose

Thanks to the102 property owners who paid their dues
for 2021! Your support enables SSLPOA to promote the
health, welfare, and safety of our lake community. Your
SSLPOA oversees weed control activities, tests water
quality, monitors the lake’s water level, oversees the boat
launch and works to assure that the lake remains a
premier fishing area by monitoring the amount and quality
of the fish in the lake and by annually planting fish in the
lake. SSLPOA also promotes community building with
events such as the Meet Your Neighbor Picnic, the
lighted boat parade, and the poker run. Hopefully they will
all resume full throttle soon!

Lake Monitoring
5%
Liability Insurance
36%

Mailing and Office Supplies*
59%

The SSLPOA budget for its activities other than fish
planting and weed control is just shy of $3,000. This pays
for the ongoing operations of SSLPOA, annual water
testing, and events such as Meet Your Neighbor. The
Fish Planting program relies exclusively on donations and
has received nearly $2,000 which is close to the amount
budgeted for this year’s expenses.

Lake Monitoring
Mailing and Office Supplies*
Meet Your Neighbor 2020**
Liability Insurance
Miscellaneous
Total Expenses

Weed Control Activities are budgeted at $12,000 this year
and are financed exclusively from the proceeds of the
annual Weed Special Assessment levied on 275 property
owners. These funds are kept in a separate account and
cannot be used for anything other than weed spraying.
Due to a surplus accumulated over the past several
years, the assessment this year (and for the next five
hopefully) has been reduced from $40 per lake parcel to
$30, and back lot assessments reduced to $15.

$137.00
$1,532.00
$0.00
$931.00
$61.00
$2,661.00

Lake Monitoring includes water testing,
riparian subscription, MI Lake and Stream
dues, MI non-profit dues.

The SSLPOA books have been audited by long term
SSLPOA member Maxine Murdoch, who reports that
everything is in good order! On June 31, 2021, the
General Operating fund had a balance of $7,084; the Fish
Fund had a balance of $2,580, and the Weed Account
had a balance of $40,594.

*Mailing and Office Supplies expenses
include postage, printing, PO box and office
supplies.
** Meet Your Neighbor was canceled
because of Covid.

The 102 number of dues paying members is a decrease
from last year, and from 2020 as well. There are 275
property owners who either have lake front property or
deeded access to School Section Lake.
Membership in SSLPOA is open to any property owner
with deeded access to SSL who is interested in
promoting a safe and enjoyable experience at or in
School Section Lake. Dues are only $20 per year. Dues
are paid on a calendar year basis, and used for the
annual budget which begins July 1 of the year in which
the dues are collected.

Boat Launch Gate
The combination to the Launch Gate will be in the spring
newsletter. Contact Don Swanson with any questions.

It is not too late to join the SSLPOA! Simply send a $20
check payable to SSLPOA, plus any donation you wish to
make to the Fish Planting program, to SSLPOA, P.O. Box
115, Mecosta, MI 49332. Please include your lake
property address.
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Fall 2021 Newsletter
TENTATIVE DATES TO REMEMBER FOR 2022:
Annual Meeting: Sat, June 11, 2022, 9:00 AM, Twp. Hall
Independence Day, July 4th Boat Parade: TBA by Cotter Family
Poker Run: Sat, July 30, 2022
Meet Your Neighbor: Sat, Aug 13, 2022, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Labor Day Lighted Boat Parade: TBA
Recycle each Saturday from 9:00 AM-Noon
Located in the Morton Township Business Park
on 9 Mile Road
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