
  From Our President...
by Gabe Sheppard

The Summer of 2022 was great at School Section 
Lake!  My name is Gabe Sheppard and I was 
elected in as President. I would like to personally 
thank Dan Karcher for all the work that he has done 
and will continue to do to uphold the purpose of the 
SSLPOA, which is to protect our beautiful lake, 
shoreline and community.

Our Annual Meeting in the Spring was well attended,
but I encourage all property owners to attend to stay
informed on the issues we face. The next meeting is
Saturday, June 10, 2023.

The annual Poker Run, the 4th of July Parade, and 
the Meet Your Neighbor Picnic are great 
opportunities to meet those who are passionate 
about our lake and building our community.  Thank 
you to all who make the events so successful.

Riding along with Michigan Lakefront Solutions prior
to spraying, it was confirmed that our lake is in great
shape and the water quality is excellent!  We need 
to continue to be aware of the fertilizers we use on 
our lawns, the detergents we use in our homes and 
to control invasive plants like the Purple Loosestrife.
https://mucc.org/purple-loosestrife-michigans-
ecosystems/

The safety of the lake is always a top priority. As the 
County Park expands and boaters increase, it is 
important that we follow boating guidelines and are 
respectful of each other. The posted signs and 
magnets are great reminders.

Our hope is that School Section Lake is a place that 
all can enjoy and preserve for generations to come.

I hope that everyone has a great fall and winter and 
we will see you in the spring!

Weed Control Committee

The reason our lake is so healthy is the routine 
maintenance program started years ago that still 
continues. We can expect the quality of our lake to 
remain unchanged as long as we continue with our 
annual program and guard against invasive species 
entering our lake. A minimal number of areas were 
sprayed in June and August this summer.

Zebra Mussels in SSL

Zebra mussels were found by the park this summer. 
Please inspect your boat, trailer, and other 
recreational equipment that have been in contact 
with water. Remove all mud, plants, or animals. 
Drain all bilge water, live wells, bait buckets, and all 
other water from your boat, engine and equipment. 
Let’s all do our part to control zebra mussels.
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Meet Your Neighbor Event
by Laurie Kanouse

Laurie Kanouse and crew did a great job again 
organizing a great time for everyone to enjoy each 
other’s company, share delicious food and win 
prizes. Although the weather was disappointing, 
there was a great turnout and everyone raved about
the food, especially the briskets. Laurie is very 
organized, has everything in order and is willing to 
help a volunteer take over coordinating next year’s 
Meet Your Neighbor. Please consider this as your 
volunteer opportunity to share the fun of this event.

An abundance of prizes and gift certificates were 
awarded, thanks to the generous donations of our 
local businesses.  Please patronize these 
businesses and thank them for their generosity.

Ace Hardware Mancino’s Lakeside Pizza

Antler’s, C. L. Pizza Massage & Fitness Center

Becky’s PT & Gym McKenna’s Restaurant

Conley’s Bakery Remus Repair

Fates Food Market Remus Tavern

Flair for Hair SSL Veterans Park Store

Gwin Girls Winery Ten Hands Lavender Farms

Hansul’s Marine Vibez Pizza

King’s Trading Post Wade Family

K. J.’s Restaurant Young Farms Winery

Lakeside Sports

Many thanks to Allan Morrison for the three delicious
smoked briskets!  Rumor has it that Allan will be 
back by popular demand next year!

Many thanks to Marlene Schalm for her hospitality 
and for offering the use of her property for the event.
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Sixth Annual Poker Run
by Christy Israidi, Kris Karcher and Janine Mills

The 6th annual non-motorized boat poker run was 
held on 7/16/22.  We had another great turnout, with
34 participants and 6 host houses.  As usual, prizes 
were awarded to the top 3 hands, with a tie for 3rd 
place, so 4 actual winners this year. There was a 
nice mix of new and returning host houses, and as 
always, a lot of fun games for the participants to 
play in order to get their card at that house. 

New next year, we will start a “traveling trophy” to be
awarded to the host house with the best game, 
which will be voted on by the participants. So all of 
you who might be interested in being a host house 
next year, get those thinking caps on and start 
planning! Tentative 2023 date– 7/29/2023.

Boat Parade and Pictures
Photos from Facebook

Once again we had a fabulous Fourth of July Boat 
Parade. Thank you to the organizers and to all who 
participated in this fun event. We look forward to 
having even more boats in the parade.

We celebrate American Independence Day on the 
Fourth of July every year. We think of July 4, 1776, 
as a day that represents the Declaration of 
Independence and the birth of the United States of 
America as an independent nation.
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In Memoriam

Our sincere condolences go to the families of our dear 
School Section Lake friends.

Arvola Edwards Wilson passed away August 27, 2022

Jeanne Reimbold passed away on April 30, 2022

Ken Towne passed away on July 5, 2022

Marlene Waddell passed away on August 22, 2022

If you know of anyone on our lake who has passed 
away, please contact Maxine Murdoch or Dorothy 
Metcalf.

Welcome Newcomers

Robert Johnson                                9741 E SSL Dr.

Andrew and Amy McLean                9661 E SSL Dr.  

Lawrence and Carrie Oldenburg      9811 E SSL Dr.

Adam and Shana Strantz                 8776 W SSL Dr.

SSL Book Club
By Roberta Hacker

The first SSL Book Club will start up this fall and run from 
September to April. For details, all interested readers may
contact Roberta Hacker..

Water Quality 
by Chad Kanouse

Periodically throughout the year, our lake is tested for 
Chlorophyll, Phosphorous & Clarity of the water. MICORP
(Michigan Clean Water Corp) provides the kits necessary 
for this testing. The results are returned to us. MICORP is
funded by the State of Michigan and grants. 

School Section Lake continues to be one of the purest 
lakes in the area. You can help us continue to keep the 
lake healthy by using phosphorus free fertilizers, trying to
avoid gasoline spills and by preventing leaves and lawn 
clippings from going into the lake. Our lake is completely 
spring fed, with no inlet of a stream or river and only an 
outlet that runs when lake level is high. 

SSL Website and Facebook 
 Kris Karcher and Christy Ishraidi

Our Facebook Group remains a positive place to 
share information, pictures and items for sale. 

Our website, www.schoolsectionlake.com, is where 
you can find info on upcoming events and lake info 
as well as helpful articles and important information

Fish Committee
by Jerry King

It’s time to plant Walleye again in October! We are happy 
to continue our partnership with Mecosta County Parks 
and Recreation to provide great sport fishing year round. 
Thank you for your generous donations to the fish fund!

Nice catch, Aaron Ronning!
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Financial Report
by Jerry Ambrose

Thanks to the 116 property owners who have 
paid their dues for this year, including the 77 
who supported fish planting with donations 
totaling $1,875!

Your support enables SSLPOA to promote the 
health, welfare, and safety of our lake 
community. Your SSLPOA oversees weed 
control activities, tests water quality, monitors 
the lake’s water level, oversees the boat launch,
and works to assure that the lake remains a 
premier fishing area by monitoring the amount 
and quality of the fish in the lake and by 
annually planting fish in the lake. SSLPOA also 
promotes community building with events such 
as the Meet Your Neighbor Picnic, the lighted 
boat parades, and the poker run. 

Membership in SSLPOA is open to any property
owner with deeded access to SSL who is 
interested in promoting a safe and enjoyable 
experience at or in School Section Lake. There 
are some 250 property owners who have a 
connection to SSL. Dues are paid on a calendar
year basis and used for the annual budget 
which begins July 1 of the year in which the 
dues are collected.

The current SSLPOA Budget (July 1, 2022 – 
June 30,2023) for activities other than fish 
planting and weed control is $5,750. The Fish 
Planting program relies exclusively on 
donations and is projected to spend $2,500 this 
year. Weed control (paid by the annual special 
assessment) is projected to cost about $12,000.

If you still wish to pay your dues, simply send a 
$20 check payable to SSLPOA. Please include 
any donation you wish to make to the Fish 
Planting program and your lake property 
address. Thank you!

SSLPOA
 P.O. Box 115, 
Mecosta, MI 49332, 

2021-2022 Fiscal Year Expenses

Lake Monitoring includes water testing, 
riparian subscription, MI Lake and Stream 
dues, MI non-profit dues.

*Mailing and Office Supplies expenses 
include postage, printing, PO box and office 
supplies.

** Meet Your Neighbor was canceled 
because of Covid. A $1,000.00 deposit was 
made for reserving the tent for the 2022 
event.

Boat Launch Gate

The combination to the Launch Gate will remain 
1901. If you have any questions, Contact Don 
Swanson.
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Fall 2022 Newsletter

TENTATIVE DATES TO REMEMBER FOR 2023:

Annual Meeting: Sat, June 10, 2023, 9:00 AM, Twp. Hall
Independence Day, July 4th Boat Parade: TBA by Cotter Family

Poker Run: Sat, July 29, 2023
Meet Your Neighbor: Sat, Aug 12, 2023, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Labor Day Lighted Boat Parade: TBA
Recycle each Saturday from 9:00 AM-Noon 

Located in the Morton Township Business Park
on 9 Mile Road
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